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Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Mark 13:33-37 

 

Time's a-Wastin' 

Did you know that there are Four Periods in the history of the world and that we are already living in 

the Third? This new liturgical Season of Advent upon which the Church enters this coming weekend 

reminds us of this. The First Period was from the dawn of Creation until Original Sin. 

The Second Period was between Original Sin and the Incarnation of the Son of God. Since the first 

Christmas, we have been living in the Third Period - The Age of the Church. Jesus Christ – the Son of 

God - spent most of His public life laying the foundation for His Church by training His first Apostles. 

Then, by His Self-sacrifice on the Cross, He reversed the stain of Original Sin brought about by Adam 

and Eve and re-opened the Gates of Heaven to make God's saving grace available to all people through 

the seven sacraments of His Church (Baptism, Confession, Communion, Confirmation, Anointing of 

the Sick, Marriage, Holy Orders). After His Ascension into Heaven, Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to 

continue guiding the Apostles and, eventually, their successors - the popes and bishops. This present 

Third Period, described by the parable in today's Gospel passage, reminds the servants (that's us) to 

take care of His household (the Church) until Jesus returns. But the main point of the passage is to 

shake us awake to the fact that this present age is a-wasting.’ Just as Christ came into the world that 

first Christmas, so too will He return at the end of time, which may happen tomorrow or in another 

thousand years. And then the Fourth Period of human history will begin. The old heaven and earth 

will pass away, evil will be banished forever, and those who lived and died in friendship with Jesus 

Christ will enter into their everlasting reward. Only God Who is the Alpha and the Omega, the 

Beginning and the End, knows what the future holds, and He reminds us of it every year so that we 

might not lose sight of the big picture. 

Some people pervert this understanding of history to assert that Jesus Christ is not the Savior 

because humanity is still fraught with war, disease, natural disasters, crime, ignorance, and poverty. His 

critics today still demand, just as they did on the day of His Crucifixion: Let the Messiah, the King of 

Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe, Mk 15:32). Just as they were 

blind to the Truth then, they continue to deny Christ despite two irrefutable proofs. Firstly, that Jesus 

Christ and His followers have made a tremendous difference in the world. Historian Thomas E. Woods, 

recently wrote a book explaining some of the more obvious contributions of Christianity to the world, 

including: the birth of modern science and the resulting technological revolution; the modern university 

system; the concept of human rights and international law; the gradual elimination of slavery in the 

West; the gradual emancipation of women from second-class status; the widespread growth of 

hospitals, orphanages, and general education. All of these emerged thanks to Christianity and are now 

enjoyed by many world-wide. If you would like to understand how Christianity made those life-altering 

contributions to human welfare, I recommend your reading Woods’ book, How the Catholic Church 

Built Western Civilization. The second proof that Christ’s detractors are wrong in saying that He had no 

effect on the world is even more important. Jesus Christ never claimed that this Third Period, the Age 
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of the Church, would create heaven on earth. That's what the critics want but it is not what Christ 

promised. Jesus promised that the elimination of evil and suffering will only occur in the Fourth 

Period. The purpose of the present age in which we now live is to give people a chance to turn their 

lives around, to step away from the gaping chasm of evil to embrace instead a life of prayer and virtue 

so as to earn a heavenly reward when Christ returns in glory.  

Jesus Christ not only teaches us this history lesson each year through His Church, but He also 

tells us what to do about it: "Be watchful! Be alert! What I say to you, I say to all: 'Watch!'" Being 

watchful has two essential components. First, it means that we should constantly strive to fulfill God's 

will in our lives - as we pray in the Our Father: ‘Thy will be done.’ This is what Jesus means when we 

read in this weekend’s parable that each of us has his own work to do in the Master's household. Doing 

that work well is how we live in friendship with God. This work starts by avoiding the gaping chasm of 

sin, and when we don’t, by climbing back out through the Sacrament of Confession.  It also means 

putting our God-given talents at the service of others. As family members in God’s household, we 

should build each other up by making the family home into a place of joy, forgiveness, and mutual 

enrichment. As students we should be dedicated and diligent in our studies, so that when the time 

comes for us to make our contribution to the good of society, we are ready. As professionals, we should 

be dependable and efficient, turning our work into praise of the God Who created us and entrusted His 

Creation to our care. Doing God's will is the first essential component of Catholic watchfulness; the 

second is sharing our privileged knowledge so that many more people in the world who have fallen into 

despair will come to know and believe in Christ. It is up to us as followers of Christ to tell them about 

Him. Like Noah (cf. Book of Genesis, chapters 5–9), we should gather as many into the Ark of the 

Church, so they won’t get caught up by the storm which will engulf the world when Christ comes again 

to judge the living and the dead.  

 

Prepare Your Heart 

 

Max Lucado writes: Confession does for the soul what preparing the land does for 

the field. Before the farmer sows the seed, he works the acreage, removing the 

rocks and pulling the stumps. He knows that seed grows better if the land is prepared. Confession is the 

act of inviting God to walk the acreage of our hearts. "There is a rock of greed over here, Father; I can't 

budge it. And that tree of guilt near the fence? Its roots are long and deep. And may I show you some 

dry soil, too crusty for seed?" God's seed grows better if the soil of the heart is cleared.1  

 

Confessions are being heard this coming Saturday – 28 November - from 10am – 12pm  

at St Francis of Assisi, 300 Riverside Parkway, Frankford. 

Check out the Parish Bulletin for details. 
 

 
1 Citation: Max Lucado, In the Grip of Grace (Word, 1996). 
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*Weekdays* 

 

• If you are unable to make it to Mass on Saturday or Sunday, don’t forget that we also 

have a weekday Mass at 9 a.m. in St Francis, Frankford every Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday, and Friday. Before setting out, however, be sure to check the Weekly Parish 

Bulletin, which is sent with this newsletter, because weekday Mass schedules can 

sometimes change! 

 

Weekends 

 

• The doors of the church open 30 minutes before the start of Mass.  

• Seating is on the basis of first-come-first-seated.  

• Upon arriving at the church, please let the usher know how many people are in your 

group. 

 

Where can you go this weekend to Mass? 

Here are the attendance numbers from last weekend 

Check it out! 

 SHJ – 5pm 

Saturday 

SJM - 9:15am 

Sunday 
SFA – 11am 

Sunday 

21 November 22November  22 November 

Placements Available 

in Church Each Weekend 
 

16 

 

47 

 

16 

Parishioners Who 

Attended 

Last Weekend 

 

23 

 

46 

 

28 

Placements  

Still Open  

Last Weekend 

 

4 

 

16 

 

0 
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Parish Financial Support 

 

Thank you for continuing to help our Parish 

through these difficult times with both your 

prayers and generous donations. Your 

contribution will help to ensure that the Parish 

can cover its present financial obligations until 

we are able to resume offering full capacity 

seating at all our Masses and liturgies.  

 

Here are now 6 ways to donate: 

 

1. Set up an automatic deposit to the Parish bank account – this can be done by calling 

the Parish at 613-398-6745. 

  

2. Bring your weekly donation envelope (cheque only!) to the Office at 288 Riverside 

Parkway, Frankford, and leave it in the small black mailbox to the right of the door.  

 

3. Bring your weekly donation envelope (cheque only!) to the St James Church at 236 

Edward Street, Stirling, and leave it in the black mailbox to the left of the main door.  

 

4. Send an e-transfer from your account to St Francis of Assisi Parish at email 

assisifrankford@gmail.com.  Then email us at assisi@sympatico.ca to let us know (a) 

the password which you have chosen for us to access the donation, (b) your first and 

family names, address, telephone number, and the number on your regular Sunday 

donation envelope (if you do not have one, let us know that, too). 

 

5. Mail your donation to St Francis of Assisi Parish, PO Box 339, Frankford, ON K0K 

2C0 

 

6. At Mass in the Collection Box  

mailto:assisi@sympatico.ca

