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 Weekend Mass Reflection 
1) Isaiah 55:6-9 

2) Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a 

3) Matthew 20:1-16a 
“The Kingdom of Heaven is Like. . .” 

 

To whom is Jesus referring when He 

speaks of the generous landowner in this 

weekend’s Gospel parable? God 

Himself! And the lesson which Jesus 

wants us to learn is that God’s 

generosity transcends our wildest hopes. 

This is why in the First Reading God 

tells us that My thoughts are not your 

thoughts, nor are your ways my ways. 

To pay these hired workers a full day's 

wage for only a few hours of work is the 

epitome of generosity. There is no other 

reason for it. God does so simply because He is magnanimous and deeply concerned about 

these men and desirous in helping them. In the time of Jesus, many of Palestine's laborers had 

no steady work and no steady income. They were hired on a day-to-day basis. The workers 

whom the landowner found still waiting for work late in the day had by then little hope of 

employment. Only a landowner with a truly generous and caring heart would give them 

employment when only an hour remained before sundown, and only an extraordinarily 

generous man would pay them the full day's wage for that one hour’s work! That's God. God is 

extraordinarily generous; the history of salvation is the story of His boundless gifts.  First, God 

gives us life, then after Original sin had caused man to be expelled from the Garden of Eden, He 

gives us hope for salvation, then with the Incarnation of His Only Begotten Son, He gives us 

redemption, and finally, to those who faithfully work in His vineyard, He gives everlasting life. 

And it doesn't stop there. Strictly speaking, we deserve none of these gifts. And yet, just as the 

landowner gave the laborers real work to do in his vineyard, even if the reward far outweighed 

the labour, so too God allows us to make a real contribution to the eternal happiness of 

ourselves and of our world through prayer, self-sacrifice, and service. And Jesus Christ is our 

perfect model for its attainment. We have but to look about us to see the disciples who walk in 

Christ’s footsteps. We call them saints. 
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What makes the saints so remarkable is that they are brilliant 

reflections of God's extraordinary generosity. They, like the landowner 

in the parable, like our Lord himself, give without counting the cost. 

Like the sun, they shine forth God's goodness tirelessly in their words 

and their deeds, because they themselves are constantly being filled 

with that same goodness. Saint Teresa of Calcutta (a.k.a. Mother 

Teresa) was an eloquent example of this. When she visited the many 

convents which she had founded, even though she was the Superior 

General of the Order, she was accustomed to getting up early on the 

last day of her visit (early being 4:00am or so), and washing the 

convent's bathrooms before the rest of the nuns woke up. Fr Sebastian Vahakala, a priest 

connected to her Order, explains how he learned Christian generosity from her: "One day I was 

working at the home for the dying in Kalighat, Calcutta.  "The Corporation Ambulance brought 

in a man. I looked at him and recognized him straightaway, as he had been to our home several 

times. "So I told Mother Teresa that there was no sense in taking him in again, as he would go 

out when he might feel a little better [he was taking advantage of their generosity].  "Mother 

looked at me and said: ‘Brother Sebastian, does this man need your help now or not? It does not 

matter that he was here yesterday or not, or that he is going to come back again tomorrow. We 

do not have yesterday anymore, nor do we have tomorrow yet; all that we have is today to love 

God and serve the poor.'" That's just a little glimpse of the kind of supernatural generosity 

which continuously flows from the heart of God towards each and every one of us. 

If our Lord and Leader is so bountifully generous, how can we claim to be His followers 

if we refuse to follow His example?  The landowner in the parable was looking out for the 

needs of his fellow men. While he did not carelessly over-commit himself in order to meet 

those needs, he chose nevertheless to go beyond the confines of mere duty. How easily do we 

fail in this! In our own hearts, we often stand by our "rights" when they are not rights at all, 

grumbling enviously because someone else is more successful or fortunate than we, but that is 

not the Christian way to live life. St Paul wrote in his famous Hymn to Charity (1Cor13) that 

Christian love is never envious, jealous, boastful, or conceited, "it is never rude or selfish; it 

does not take offense and is not resentful." Nothing steals our peace of mind quite like envy, 

which resents other people's successes. Nothing disturbs our souls quite like jealousy, the fear 

of losing our position, popularity, or goods. And yet, for most of us, envy and jealousy come 

much too easily to us than do generosity and the rejoicing in the victories of others. In fact, it is 

safe to say that the Christ-like generosity will remain beyond our reach if we try to reach it on 

our own. Thanks to God, we don't have to. We have but to follow in Christ’s footsteps.  
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*Weekdays* 

 

• If you are unable to make it to Mass on Saturday or Sunday, don’t forget that we also 

have a weekday Mass at 9 a.m. in St Francis, Frankford every Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday, and Friday. Before setting out, however, be sure to check the Weekly Parish 

Bulletin, which is sent with this newsletter, because weekday Mass schedules can 

sometimes change! 

 

Weekends 

 

• The doors of the church open 30 minutes before the start of Mass.  

• Seating is on the basis of first-come-first-seated.  

• Upon arriving at the church, please let the usher know how many people are in your 

group. 

Where can you go this weekend to Mass? 

Here are the attendance numbers from last weekend 

Check it out! 

 SHJ – 5pm 

Saturday 

SJM - 9:15am 

Sunday 

SFA – 11am 

Sunday 

12 September 13 September  13 September 

Placements Available 

in Church Each 

Weekend 

 

16 

 

47 

 

16 

Parishioners Who 

Attended 

Last Weekend 

 

27 

 

50 

 

26 

Placements  

Still Open  

Last Weekend 

 

0 

 

18 

 

0 
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Parish Financial Support 
 

Thank you for continuing to help our Parish 

through these difficult times with both your 

prayers and generous donations. Your 

contribution will help to ensure that the Parish 

can cover its present financial obligations until 

we are able to reopen our doors.  

 

Here are now 6 ways to donate: 

 

1. Set up an automatic deposit to the Parish bank account – this can be done by calling 

the Parish at 613-398-6745. 

  

2. Bring your weekly donation envelope (cheque only!) to the Office at 288 Riverside 

Parkway, Frankford, and leave it in the small black mailbox to the right of the door.  

 

3. Bring your weekly donation envelope (cheque only!) to the St James Church at 236 

Edward Street, Stirling, and leave it in the black mailbox to the left of the main door.  

 

4. Send an e-transfer from your account to St Francis of Assisi Parish at email 

assisifrankford@gmail.com.  Then email us at assisi@sympatico.ca to let us know (a) 

the password which you have chosen for us to access the donation, (b) your first and 

family names, address, telephone number, and the number on your regular Sunday 

donation envelope (if you do not have one, let us know that, too). 

 

5. Mail your donation to St Francis of Assisi Parish, PO Box 339, 

Frankford, ON K0K 2C0 

 

6. At Mass in the Collection Box  
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