
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Pastor’s Weekly Newsletter 

 

 1 

  Weekend Mass Reflection 
 

The average Canadian owes personal debt 

to the tune of $20,759 not including 

mortgages. We know that many Canadians 

live well beyond their means and carry 

great burdens of credit card debt. Their 

greatest debt might be the mortgage on a 

house when an apartment would have done 

just fine, or the monthly payments on a new 

car when the old one was still roadworthy 

or a second-hand vehicule would have done just as well. One of the great fears given the present 

COVID-19 pandemic and the downturn in the economy is that we may not able to repay the 

debt, leading eventually to default, bankruptcy or even imprisonment. Imagine, then, going to 

your mailbox and finding there a note telling you that all your debts have been forgiven. My 

guess is that your first reaction would be, “Wow!” And then, after a few moments, you would 

ask yourself, “Why would anyone be so generous to me and what’s the catch?!” 

 Think about that in light of today’s Gospel (Mt 18:21-35) in which the immense debt 

incurred by the slave is magnanimously and fully forgiven by the king! Unhappily for that slave, 

he had never watched Oprah Winfrey’s show about paying it forward: that ‘one good turn 

deserves another.’ So then, while relieved of his immense debt and thus of his many sleepless 

nights and endless worry, the slave did not appreciate the obligation laid upon him to go and do 

likewise. And that’s God’s message for us today: just as God forgives your debts to Him, you in 

turn are expected to forgive those who are indebted to you. 

 It can be uncomfortable to focus on our indebtedness to God. We know that we owe much 

to God, but we would prefer to focus on what God owes us: ‘I am a good guy; what has God done 

for me lately?!’ But thinking that you’re a good guy may not square with reality and you know 

it. That’s why, at the beginning of Mass, we all acknowledge our sinful reality before God and 

our neighbor by openly asking for His mercy and forgiveness.  

 In today’s Gospel, we hear Jesus speak about paying forward both forgiveness and mercy, 

not just once and not just seven times, but seventy-seven times, that is forever and always. 

Throughout the Scriptures we read how Jesus led the way in this, by forgiving the woman caught 

in adultery, by forgiving Thomas for doubting, by forgiving Peter for denying Him three times, 

and by forgiving the murderers who had Him crucified. Jesus now forgives you and me. How 
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different would our world be if we regularly practiced this kind of forgiveness towards our 

neighbor. 

 With practice we all can learn to forgive the little offenses of every day. It's harder, though, 

to forgive the big offenses. Sooner or later, each of us will have to forgive a major offense, maybe 

even a life-shattering one, such as infidelity in the marriage. In such cases it is much, much harder 

to follow Christ's command of limitless mercy and endless forgiveness, because forgiveness 

requires a preparedness to move on – no, not to forget, that’s not possible – but to begin anew. 

When you come to church to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, you must confess not only 

the sins committed but have some plan of action in mind as to how you will begin anew so as to 

avoid those sins in the future.  

To prepare for that day when you are called on to show 

mercy, you will need to have filled your mind and heart 

with examples of forgiveness and mercy on which to 

draw. Do this by reading the hagiographies - the 

exemplary life stories - of your brothers and sisters in 

the Faith, who have gone before you and learned to 

follow Christ closely and joyfully. These are the saints. 

They struggled through all the same temptations and 

trials but managed to overcome them so as to lead 

Christ-centered lives. That is why Holy Mother Church 

places them before us as exemplary models of Christian 

virtues. Pope emeritus Benedict XVI spent every week 

for the first five years of his pontificate (2005-2010) in 

teaching about the saints, because he knew how much 

their example can inspire and encourage us in our own 

lives. We all should have a favorite saint or two to 

whom we can look for inspiration. Why not take some 

time this week to learn more about the saints, 

encourage your children to adopt a saint as their hero 

and spiritual life-coach. Give the saint a chance to 

inspire you and your children and grandchildren, place 

his or her statue or picture in the house. Invoke his/her intercession in prayer; for almost every 

saint there is picture prayer card which can be carried in the wallet or purse. Wear his/her medal 

on your person or around your neck. These are time-honored practices of our Catholic 

ancestors. It’s time to return to our roots, to tried and true approaches to holiness. 

Saint Francis of Assisi 
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Weekdays 

 

• If you are unable to make it to Mass on Saturday or Sunday, don’t forget that we also 

have a weekday Mass at 9 a.m. in St Francis, Frankford every Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday, and Friday. Before setting out, however, be sure to check the Weekly Parish 

Bulletin, which is sent with this newsletter, because weekday Mass schedules can 

sometimes change! 

 

Weekends 

 

• The doors of the church open 30 minutes before the start of Mass.  

• Seating is on the basis of first-come-first-seated.  

• Upon arriving at the church, please let the usher know how many people are in your 

group. 

 

 

Where can you go this weekend to Mass? 

Here are the attendance numbers from last weekend 

Check it out! 

 SHJ – 5pm 

Saturday 

SJM - 9:15am 

Sunday 

SFA – 11am 

Sunday 

5 September 6 September 6 September 

Placements Available 

in Church Each 

Weekend 

16 47 16 

Parishioners Who 

Attended 

Last Weekend 

22 64 20 

Placements  

Still Open  

Last Weekend 

4 12 4 
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Parish Financial Support 
 

Thank you for continuing to help our Parish 

through these difficult times with both your 

prayers and generous donations. Your 

contribution will help to ensure that the Parish 

can cover its present financial obligations until 

we are able to reopen our doors.  

 

Here are now 6 ways to donate: 

 

1. Set up an automatic deposit to the Parish bank account – this can be done by calling 

the Parish at 613-398-6745. 

  

2. Bring your weekly donation envelope (cheque only!) to the Office at 288 Riverside 

Parkway, Frankford, and leave it in the small black mailbox to the right of the door.  

 

3. Bring your weekly donation envelope (cheque only!) to the St James Church at 236 

Edward Street, Stirling, and leave it in the black mailbox to the left of the main door.  

 

4. Send an e-transfer from your account to St Francis of Assisi Parish at email 

assisifrankford@gmail.com.  Then email us at assisi@sympatico.ca to let us know (a) 

the password which you have chosen for us to access the donation, (b) your first and 

family names, address, telephone number, and the number on your regular Sunday 

donation envelope (if you do not have one, let us know that, too). 

 

5. Mail your donation to St Francis of Assisi Parish, PO Box 339, Frankford, ON K0K 

2C0 

 

6. At Mass in the Collection Box  
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