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  Weekend Mass Reflection 
1) Isaiah 55:1-3 

2) Romans 8:35, 37-39 

3) Matthew 14:13-21 

           Miracle of Generosity 

 

Saint Teresa of Calcutta (1910-1997), perhaps better known as Mother Teresa, told how she 

once came across a Hindu family who had not eaten for days. She took a small quantity of rice 

and gave it to the family. What happened next surprised her. Without a moment’s hesitation the 

mother of that family divided the rice into two and gave the half to the family next-door; they 

were Moslems. Seeing this Mother Teresa said to her, “How much will you have left over for 

yourselves?” The mother replied, “But they haven’t eaten for days either.” Generosity such as 

that makes us humble and perhaps even ashamed of what we ourselves would have done in her 

stead. 

The Miracle of the Loaves and 

Fishes in the Gospel could be called 

a miracle of generosity. First of all, 

there is the marvellous generosity of 

the boy who with his gift of five 

loaves and two fish made the miracle 

possible in the first place. It was a 

small gift in itself, but for the little 

boy it was a big sacrifice because it 

was all that he had. It’s easy to give 

something which we won’t really 

miss, but not easy when the gift is 

needed just as desperately by the 

giver as it is by the receiver, then that gift is given out of genuine generosity and sacrifice. 

 Then there was the marvellous generosity of Jesus Himself. To appreciate this, we need 

to recall the circumstances in which this miracle took place. You see, my friend, it is easier to 

reach out to others when it does not cause us much personal inconvenience, but not so easy 

when it is sprung on us at an awkward moment. Here a real sacrifice is involved, because we 

have first to forget about our ourselves and allow the needs of others to take precedence. So it 

was with Jesus. He had just learned that his cousin, John, had been murdered by Herod. He 

needed time to mourn so he sought peace and quiet. That is why He and the Apostles had 

crossed to the far side of the lake. But when He stepped out of the boat, Jesus found instead a 
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throng of people waiting for Him. He might have gotten angry and sent them away, but instead 

He had compassion for them and put aside His immediate needs so as to attend to theirs. 

 Then there was the sheer generosity of His response to the hunger of the people. Not only 

did Jesus feed them at a time and place where there was nothing to be had, but He saw to it that 

each was filled, and even then, twelve full baskets of broken pieces remained. This super 

abundance of generosity manifested by Jesus in this miracle echoes the First Reading where 

we hear: Everyone who thirsts, come to the water; and you that have no money, come, buy and 

eat! Come, buy wine and milk, without money and without price. In other words, God stands 

ready. You have only to come to the thirst-quenching water supplied by God so that Jesus might 

become in you a spring of water gushing up to eternal life, (Jn 4:14). 

 You can see now why this could be called the Miracle of Generosity. Generosity is not 

necessarily about giving things nor does it have a sell-by or expiry date. More often it is about 

giving of ourselves, of our time, and of our talents. . . all the time. Giving things can be easy 

enough but giving of ourselves is more demanding and time-consuming. The Miracle of the 

Loaves and Fishes was especially treasured by early Christians because it recalled for them the 

Old Testament story of the Manna in the Desert (Book of Exodus, chapter 16). To the early 

Christians who had recently converted from Judaism, Jesus was the new Moses. Just as Moses 

had fed his people with manna in the desert while on their journey from Egypt to the Promised 

Land, Jesus was now feeding His people with His Body and Blood while on their journey to the 

Kingdom of Heaven. We know from personal experience as practicing Catholics that Jesus is 

forever giving of Himself that we in turn might give of ourselves to others.  

 We are truly blest to live in a land of plenty such as Canada where the multiplication of 

the loaves happens in our fields every year between sowing and harvest. Like all miracles 

performed by Jesus, this miracle too is brought about 

through the power of God. And just as Jesus needed the 

hands of the Apostles to distribute food to the people, so 

God still needs your and my hands to distribute to the 

faithful His heavenly food through word and sacrament. 

Today we don’t need a miracle to multiply the loaves for us. 

We have food enough in this country to fill everyone’s belly. 

What is not so readily available are the labourers to work in 

this country where people still hunger for the Word of God 

and His sacraments, for “the harvest is plentiful, but the 

laborers are few; therefore, ask the Lord of the harvest to 

send out laborers into his harvest.” (Lk 10:2). 
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The Unselfish Tip 

Many years ago, a 10-year old boy walked up to the counter of a soda shop and climbed onto 

the stool. He caught the eye of the waitress and asked, “How much is an ice cream sundae?” 

“Fifty cents,” the waitress replied. The boy reached into his pocket, pulled out a handful of 

change, and began counting. The waitress frowned impatiently. After all, she had other 

customers to wait on. The boy squinted up at the waitress. “How much is a dish of plain ice 

cream?” he asked. The waitress sighed and rolled her eyes. “Thirty-five cents,” she said with a 

note of irritation. Again, the boy counted his coins. At last, he said, “I’ll take the plain ice 

cream, please.” He put a quarter and two nickels on the counter. The waitress took the coins, 

brought the ice cream, and walked away. About 10 minutes later, she returned and found the ice 

cream dish empty. The boy was gone. She picked up the empty dish – then swallowed hard. 

There on the counter, next to the wet spot where the dish had been, were two nickels and five 

pennies. The boy had had enough for a sundae but had ordered plain ice cream so as to leave 

her a tip. In thinking of his needs, he was thinking of hers too. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A placement refers NOT to the number of seats but to the space available. For example: SHJ 

(Sacred Heart, Batawa) has a total number of 16 available placements and all were occupied last 

weekend, leaving 0 still open. At each placement one or two adults can be seated and possibly 

more depending on the length of the church pew.  

• The doors of the church open 30 minutes before the start of Mass.  

• Seating is on the basis of first-come-first-seated.  

Where can you go this weekend to Mass? 

Here are the attendance numbers from last weekend 

Check it out! 

 SHJ – 5pm 

Saturday 

SJM - 9:15am 

Sunday 

SFA – 11am 

Sunday 

25 July 26 July 26 July 

Placements Available  

in Church Each Weekend 
16 47 16 

Parishioners Who 

Attended 

Last Weekend 

23 63 28 

Placements  

Still Open  

Last Weekend 

2 12 0 
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• Upon arriving at the church, please let the usher know how many people in your group. 

Parish Financial Support 
 

Thank you for continuing to help our Parish 

through these difficult times with both your 

prayers and generous donations. Your 

contribution will help to ensure that the Parish 

can cover its present financial obligations until 

we are able to reopen our doors.  

 

Here are now 6 ways to donate: 

 

1. Set up an automatic deposit to the Parish bank account – this can be done by calling 

the Parish at 613-398-6745. 

  

2. Bring your weekly donation envelope (cheque only!) to the Office at 288 Riverside 

Parkway, Frankford, and leave it in the small black mailbox to the right of the door.  

 

3. Bring your weekly donation envelope (cheque only!) to the St James Church at 236 

Edward Street, Stirling, and leave it in the black mailbox to the left of the main door.  

 

4. Send an e-transfer from your account to St Francis of Assisi Parish at email 

assisifrankford@gmail.com.  Then email us at assisi@sympatico.ca to let us know (a) 

the password which you have chosen for us to access the donation, (b) your first and 

family names, address, telephone number, and the number on your regular Sunday 

donation envelope (if you do not have one, let us know that, too). 

 

5. Mail your donation to St Francis of Assisi Parish, PO Box 339, 

Frankford, ON K0K 2C0 

 

6. At Mass in the Collection Box  
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