
The Faithful Departed:  
At the end of Mass during the 4 weekends of November, the congregation is invited to recite 
together the Prayer for the Faithful Departed.  The hymn Breathe On Me Breath of God on the 
reverse side of the Prayer may also be sung. 
 
Parish Cemeteries:  
The Parish of St Francis of Assisi is answerable to the Ontario Government for the management 
and upkeep of our two Parish cemeteries – St Francis of Assisi Cemetery, Frankford, and St. 
James the Minor, Stirling-Rawdon. When a registered parishioner purchases a plot in either 
cemetery, s/he pays $580.00, but did you know that $250.00 of that money is paid to the Ontario 
Government? That means with only $330.00, the Parish must keep up and maintain the plot (not 
headstone) in perpetuity i.e. for the rest of time! We need your financial assistance, please, to 
ensure that the Cemetery in which your loved one is interred continues to receive careful 
attention. Please donate now by making your cheque payable to St Francis of Assisi Parish. Note 
on the cheque for which cemetery the funds are intended. Place cheque in the envelope provided 
in your pew. All donations are receipted and are tax deductible. If you are not a registered donor 
in this Parish, please include your full name, address, and telephone number in order to receive a 
tax receipt. 
 
Sacraments of First Reconciliation & First Communion:  
Was your child baptized Roman Catholic and will attain the age of seven years by 2nd June 2018? 
Then he or she may wish to receive the sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Communion. 
The deadline for registration is Sunday, 4th February 2018. The sacraments will be celebrated at 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Frankford on Saturday, 2nd June (First Reconciliation), and on 
Sunday 3rd June (First Communion). If you or someone whom you know wishes to register, 
please call the office secretary, Donna Kerby, at 613-398-6745. There is no charge, except for the 
total cost of the two books $15.00. 
 
Pre-Christmas Service of Lessons & Carols:  
A delightful evening of Lessons and Carols will be celebrated at Sacred Heart of Jesus, Batawa, 
on Friday, 1st December starting at 7pm. Come, join us, and get in the spirit in time for the 
holidays! Complimentary light refreshments to follow. 
	
	
	

Advent	Parish	Reconciliation:		
To	facilitate	parishioners,	there	will	be	three	priests	available	to	hear	confessions	on	
Sunday,	17th	December	2017	in	the	church	of	St	Francis	of	Assisi	from	3pm-4pm.	You	are	
encouraged	to	take	advantage	of	this	special	time	of	year	to	be	reconciled	to	yourself,	your	
neighbor	and	to	the	Lord.	

	
Roman Catholic Devotions: 	
Devotions are "external practices of piety" which are not part of the official liturgy of the 
Catholic Church but are part of the popular spiritual practices of Catholics. Catholic devotions do 
not become part of liturgical worship, even if they are performed within a Catholic church, in a 
group, in the presence of a priest. The Congregation for Divine Worship at the Vatican publishes 
a Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy. Devotion to saints, with the Virgin Mary as the 
most prominent example, is a key characteristic of Roman Catholicism. Catholic devotions have 
various forms, ranging from formalized, multi-day prayers such as novenas to activities which do 
not involve any prayers, such as Eucharistic adoration outside Mass, the wearing of scapulars, the 
veneration of the saints, and even horticultural practices such as maintaining a Mary garden. 
Common examples of Catholic devotions include the Rosary, the Way of the Cross, the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, the Holy Face of Jesus, the various scapulars, the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, Seven Sorrows of Mary, novenas to various saints, pilgrimages and 
devotions to the Blessed Sacrament, and the veneration of saintly images. One should keep in 
mind that no matter what specific devotion you are talking about, or practicing, the person of 
Jesus Christ is central to everything!  A devotion to a particular saint, for example, does not take 
the place of, or even equal, our love and devotion to Jesus Christ and the Holy Trinity.  Rather, it 
may be compared to having a mentor in the faith, who can help you to know and understand 
things, pray for you, and help you when appropriate.  We should keep in mind that all things 
should point us to Jesus, and the saints and angels, especially Mary the Mother of Jesus, want 
only to help us grow closer to Him.  Why then, you may ask, do we need to pray to the saints?  
Why not simply go directly to Jesus? Jesus is always sufficient in and of Himself for all things 
we need.  He does not need the help of the saints, even of Mary. For that matter, He does not 
need your help either, strictly speaking.  His sacrifice was perfect in all respects and lacks for 
nothing.  Yet, St. Paul tells us that there is something lacking! In Colossians 1:24 St. Paul tells us 
"Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share on behalf of His 
body, which is the church, in filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions. So what could 
possibly be lacking from the sufferings of Christ who is God incarnate and perfection Itself?  
Very simply, our participation is lacking.  Though Christ does not need us, He does invite us to 



participate in the salvation of others.  In fact, He chose to include us as an integral part in the plan 
of salvation.  This is why St. Paul can say "Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake...." 
Notice that he is not rejoicing because his sufferings are helping his own work (though they are) 
but for the sake of those to whom he is writing: he is suffering "...on behalf of His Body, which is 
the church...."  His sufferings are helping other Christians just as the sufferings of Christ helped 
all those who believe in and follow Him.  Christ invites us to work for, suffer for, and pray for 
our brothers in Christ and all humanity. How does this relate to the saints in heaven? Are they not 
dead and out of the picture?  Well, in fact, they are not dead.  Yes, bodily they have died but their 
spirits are very much alive in heaven and their desire to know and love God gives them a lively 
desire to love and help us as well.  This is because they want what God wants and God wants all 
of us to go to heaven; He wants all of us to know Him; He wants all of us to love Him; and He 
wants all of us to strive to do His will.  Hence the saints desire this for us as well and are more 
than willing to help us in prayer and in action if God sees fit for them to do so.  Most of all, they 
want to do God's will.  In the Catholic Church we call this ability to help each other the 
Communion of the Saints; and this applies to the saints in heaven (the Church Triumphant), the 
saints in purgatory (the Church Suffering), and the saints on Earth (the Church Militant).	
 

When and Where Are Devotions Offered in Our Parish?	 

During the Months of May & October: Before Mass in all churches 
by reciting the Rosary of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, and after 
Mass by offering a special prayer for the sanctification of Canada and 
by singing a closing hymn to Our Lady 

During Lent: Before Mass in all churches by walking with Jesus the 
Way of the Cross & every Friday evening at 7pm at St Francis of 
Assisi. 

During the Month of June: After every Mass by offering a special 
prayer to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus and by singing a closing 
hymn to honor Him. 

Every Friday Morning: After the weekday morning Mass of 9am at St Francis of Assisi when 
for an hour we adore and sing praises to Jesus exposed (Exposition) in the Most Blessed 
Sacrament of the Altar, and receive in conclusion His particular blessing (Benediction).	
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2017 & 2018 Christmas, New Year’s Eve, New Year’s Day  

Mass Times & Locations 
This year the holy days of obligation (Christmas and New Year) straddle the weekend,  

so that a modification is necessary in order to offer Mass for the weekend,  
and for both holy days of obligation.   

Please see schedule below.  
You may wish to cut this out and place it on your fridge for future reference: 

 
Day & Date Mass Celebrated Church & Time 

 
Saturday, 23rd DEC  4th Advent SHJ 5pm                    (17:00) 
 
Sunday, 24th DEC Christmas Eve SJM 4:30pm              (16:30) 
Sunday, 24th DEC Christmas Eve SFA 10pm                  (22:00) 
 
Monday, 25th DEC Christmas Day SHJ 10:30am             (10:30) 
 
Saturday, 30th DEC Holy Family SHJ 5pm                    (17:00) 
 
Sunday, 31st DEC Blessed Virgin Mary SFA 4:30pm              (16:30) 
 
Monday, 1st JAN Blessed Virgin Mary SJM 9:15am              (09:15) 
 

SHJ = Sacred Heart of Jesus, Batawa 
SFA = St. Francis of Assisi, Frankford 

SJM = St James the Minor, Stirling-Rawdon 

 


